Introducing Fauvism
With Self Portraits
Author: Shea Brook
Adapted from the lesson plan by
Kelly McConnell

Grade Level: 5th Grade

Time Span: 5 Weeks
Five 45 minute sessions

Essential Question:
“What responsibilities come with the freedom to create?”

Provoking Questions:
1. How inventive will you be with your color choices on your self portrait?
2. How will you vary your lines using Elmer’s glue?
3. How many texture techniques can you try using chalk pastels?
Learning Objectives:
1. Students will create a self portrait following the instructional steps from the teacher using
pencil, then using elmer’s glue as the drawing utensil.
2. Students will vary line thickness with Elmer’s glue, and will fill up the entire
composition following their original pencil lines.
3. Students will demonstrate six chalk pastel textures within their self portrait using a handout
created before as reference.
Maine Student Learning Results:

A1 Artist’s Purpose

A2 Elements of Art and Principles of Design
A3 Media, Tools, Techniques, and Processes
B1 Media Skills
B2 Compositional Skills
B3 Making Meaning
C1 Application of Creative Process
D1 Aesthetics and Criticism
E1 The Arts and History and World Cultures
E2 The Arts and Other Disciplines
E3 GoalSetting
E5 Interpersonal Skills
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Vocabulary & Visual Provocation:
Week 1:
Vocabulary:
Fauvism, Henri Matisse, vibrant colors, unnatural colors, texture, expression, materials,

line thickness, facial features, relative proportion.
Visual Provocation: Will show demo of own work.
Henri Matisse Paintings:(on slide presentation)
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Fauvist Image:

Fauvist Landscape:

Week 2:
Vocabulary: 
Fauvism, vibrant colors, expression, materials, texture, mark making, resist, color as
emotion, blending, chunky marks, crosshatching, design, linework.
Visual Provocation: 
Teacher’s demo of own project.

Week 3:
Vocabulary: 
Color as emotion, techniques, styles, composition, Fauvism, vibrant colors, expression,
materials, texture, mark making, color as emotion, blending, chunky marks, crosshatching, design,
linework.
Visual Provocation: 
Teacher’s demo of own project.
Week 4:
Vocabulary: 
Color as emotion, techniques, styles, composition, Fauvism, vibrant colors, expression,
materials, texture, mark making, color as emotion, blending, chunky marks, crosshatching, design,
linework.
Visual Provocation: 
Teacher’s demo of own project.

Week 5:
Vocabulary: 
Critique, self assessment, color as emotion, techniques, styles, composition, Fauvism,
vibrant colors, expression, materials, texture, mark making, color as emotion, blending, chunky marks,
crosshatching, design, linework.
Visual Provocation: 
Student’s work will be the visual provocation.
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Teacher’s Example:

Materials:
Week 1: 
18“x18”
piece of black
paper, pencils,
free standing
mirrors, erasers.

Week 2: 
Pencils,
erasers, Elmer’s
glue, chalk pastels,
texture handout.

Week 3: 
Chalk
pastels, texture
handout.

Week 4: 
Chalk
Pastels.

Week 5:
Assessment
handout, chalk
pastels.

Direct Instruction:
Week 1:
● Students will arrive to class and will gather around a table to view a slide presentation. The
teacher will ask students if they have any ideas what the art movement Fauvism is, who Henri
Matisse is, as well as if they have ever created a self portrait as a formal assessment. The teacher
will give a brief description of the art movement Fauvism, as well as its history before starting
the slideshow.
● Each slide will be discussed along with color use and dark outlining exemplifying the movement.
● Once the slideshow is finished the teacher will have the students find a station that have been
previously set up with a pencil, eraser, and a free standing mirror. The teacher will also have
moved the tables facing the chalkboard making sure it’s visible for each student. This is due to
the teacher doing a directed instructional step by step process on how to map out the facial
features using relative proportion. The tools used to map these out will be your hands, the
teacher will make sure the students mimic their hand placements, and that they look in the
mirrors that have been set up for each step.
● The teacher will begin by drawing a large oval for the head and will instruct that students draw
a very large head to fill up the paper, and will go around after each step to see that everyone is
following.
● The teacher will use their hands and fingers to demonstrate location of facial features and how
your facial proportions are mapped out. The teacher will do this for each facial feature leaving
details out until the end.
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● The teacher will walk around after each feature location and will answer any questions as they
arise. The instruction will take up the entire class period (head, neck, eyebrows, eyes, eyeballs,
pupils, mouth, nose, nostrils, ears.) The hair, eyelashes, eyelids, and everything that makes an
individual unique will be finished in the beginning of the next class.
Week 2:
● Students will arrive to class and will gather around a table near the chalkboard for a
demonstration of the days project. The teacher will have drawn on the chalkboard their facial
proportions and their own face without individualized characteristics.
● The teacher will have also set out free standing mirrors, pencils, and erasers at each station for
the students. The teacher will begin by asking what looks so weird about their face up on the
board. The point is to show that mapping out the features is a generalization, and that they will
be making their self portraits individualized. The teacher will draw their hair, showing how it’s a
series of strands and lines that go from the top of the head, and that the hair typically goes down
halfway on the forehead to make sure no one ends up with tufts on the top of their heads. The
teacher will also demonstrate eyelids, eyelashes, as well as how some students noses, mouth,
and eyes can differ in size. Maybe they have freckles, moles or glasses that they can draw to
make their portraits unique to themselves.
● The teacher will then show a demonstration on how to use Elmer’s glue on the paper, following
the pencil lines and how to not use too much since whatever they put down will be black when
dried, and will resist any chalk pastel. This will show why the students have been using black
paper instead of the usual white.
● The teacher will tell the students that when they have completed making their self portraits
unique to themselves and have shown them to the teacher they will receive only then a bottle of
glue. The teacher will urge students to look carefully at their reflections when individualizing
their portraits.
Week 3:
● Students will arrive to class and will gather around a table for the days project. The teacher will
have multiple sets of chalk pastels out on the table as well as enough technique handouts
(shown at end of lesson plan). The teacher will ask students if they’ve ever used chalk pastels
before as a formative assessment. The teacher will then bring out the handout that has six
different techniques on how to use chalk pastel and will demonstrate each step.
● After that the teacher will walk to the chalkboard that has written at the top 
Color as Emotion.
As a formative assessment the teacher will ask what students know about emotions. Then the
teacher will ask students to raise their hands and say one color. Once that color has been
written on the board the teacher will ask students to raise their hand and say an emotion the
color makes them feel. This is to get vocabulary and a connection to color use for their self
portraits. The teacher will mention that when they color in their self portraits with the chalk
pastels they will like the Fauvists be using wild colors that show their emotions. They will also
each fill out the handout, and will use their handout as reference since they must have all six
techniques within their self portrait.
● The teacher will then have the students take a seat and will pass out the handouts as well as
place a box of chalk pastels on each table. After about 5 or so minutes the teacher will pass back
their self portraits and will ask students to start filling in the entire portrait with color using the
six techniques.
● The students will have the rest of class to work on their self portraits while the teacher walks
around answering questions as they arise.
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Week 4:
● Students will arrive to class and will be handed back their self portraits along with their texture
handouts. They will be instructed to work throughout the class period to finish their self
portraits.
Week 5:
● Students will arrive to class and will gather around a table for a quick discussion. The teacher
will have printed out enough self assessment copies for the students and will ask what students
know about assessments as well as critiques. The teacher will discuss what they need to do on
the assessment handout, and will ask students to be thoughtful about their answers. The teacher
will also describe how they will have the first half of class to finish their self portraits if they
hadn’t done so in the previous class, as well as fill out their assessment sheets to pass in at the
end of class.
● The second half of class will be for a critique in which the students work will be placed along a
long table, where each student will have the opportunity to hold up their work and name the
colors they used, and the emotions they associated those colors to reading from their
assessment sheet. After about five students the class will be asked to make comments on the
student’s work before moving on to the next five students.
Clean Up:
Week 1:
Students

will stack their self
portraits in the
middle of their
tables, and will
put away any
borrowed pencils
or erasers into
their designated
bins.

Week 2:
Students will place
work on the
drying rack, put
away any
borrowed pencils
or erasers into
their designated
bins, and will put
away capped
Elmer’s glue
bottles back into
their bag, and will
sponge down any
table that needs to
be cleaned of
chalk.

Week 3: 
Students
will stack their self
portraits in one
pile at each table
and will stack on
their table a
separate pile of
their handouts.
They will then
place all the chalk
pastels neatly in
their boxes, place
the lids on and
after the teacher
has collected their
work they will
sponge down their
tables.

Week 4:
Students
will stack their
texture handouts
and self portraits
into separate piles
at their tables so
the teacher can
collect them. They
will put all pastels
back into their
boxes neatly, and
will sponge down
their tables.

Week 5:
Students
will stack their
handouts in one
pile on their
tables, as well as
their self
assessments and
their finished self
portraits. They
will then place the
chalk pastels
neatly back into
their boxes with
the lids on. They
will after the
teacher collects
the work sponge
down their tables.

Modifications for Students with Exceptionalities:
1. Students have the option to stand or sit while creating their projects.
2. Preferential seating.
3. Students may use gloves with certain materials for tactile purposes.
4. Students have their choice of color when coloring in their self portrait.
Technology: 
Smartboard Presentation.
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Instructional Resources:
Henri Matisse Fauvist painting:
http://staff.washington.edu/tabrooks/343INFO/derainLeft.jpg
Henri Matisse painting 
Green StripeMadame Matisse. 
1905
http://www.artyfactory.com/art_appreciation/art_movements/artmovements/fauvism/madamematis
se.jpg
Henri Matisse painting 
Still Life with Chocolate Pot.
http://www.wikiart.org/en/henrimatisse/stilllifewithchocolatepot1900?utm_source=returned&ut
m_medium=referral&utm_campaign=referral
Fauvist Image:
http://worldofarts.eu/wpcontent/uploads/2013/04/Self_Portrait___fauvism_by_nashaath.jpg
Fauvist Landscape:
http://www.bernardsimbari.com/Landscapes%20and%20Figures/Fauvist%20landscape.jpg
Handout on finding facial features using relative proportion: (this is for the teacher’s benefit, will not be
handed to students)
http://absyear9art.blogspot.co.uk/2010/11/proportionsofface.html
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Creating Texture using Chalk Pastels
Name:
Edge

Blending

Thin lines using the tip

Crosshatching

Blending 2 Colors

“Chunky” marks
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Fauvism Self Portrait Assessment
Name:
Homeroom Teacher:
● Did you use all six techniques within your self portraits using chalk pastel?
(Blend one color, blend two colors, edge, line design, chunky marks, crosshatching)
YES

NO

Color as Emotion:
Name each color you used in your self portraits, and list two emotions you feel
about each color.
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Project Introduction:

Instructional Process:
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Glue Process:
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Students Working on Final Step:
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Final Fauvist Self Portraits:
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Another Class created Fauvist Animals. Every assessment,
handout, and aspect is the same except students are creating
animals that cover the page, have texture, and may look in books
finding references to draw animals.
The photos on the presentation are different as well:
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Students Working:
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Final Work:
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